
Science in the World Around Us 

Overview of plans for progression in science skills from TAPS-NI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World Around Us 
strand 

Science skills (based on CCEA Progression Guidance 2018) 

PLAN 
Questioning, planning, 

predicting 
 

From: being curious and 
talking about what to do… 
 
To: asking questions which 
build on ideas and selecting 
the most appropriate 
method 

DO 
Doing, observing, 

measuring, sorting 
 

From: describing using 
senses and using simple 
methods to compare data… 
 
To: choosing appropriate 
techniques and 
carrying out tests 
 

REVIEW 
Recording, communicating, 

evaluating 
 
From: simple recording and 
talking about what they have 
done… 
 
To: considering the audience, 
drawing conclusions and 
explaining accuracy  

Interdependence 
inc. humans, 
animals, plants 
and habitats 

Animal home build P2-3 
Feeding simulation P3 
Investigating skeletons P4 
Heartrate P7 
Flower sampling P7 
Reaction catches P7-8 
Yeast P7-8 
 

Leaf look P2                               
Animal classification P2 
Plant growth P3 
Nature spotters P3 
Woodlice habitats P3            
Measuring plants P4 
Growth survey P6 
Terrific tasters P6-7 

Taste test P1-2  
Body parts P2 
Living and non-living P3 
Hand spans P3 
Function of stem P4 
Teeth P5 
Invertebrate research P7 
Egg strength P7 

Place 
inc. use and 
waste of natural 
materials, space 

Senses walk P1-2 
Waterproof P3 
Daisy footprints P3-4 
Litter pick questions P4-5 
Nappy absorbency P6 
Space travel Qs P6 
 

Incy spider shelter P1                              
Scavenger sort P1-2            
Bridge testers P2  
Seasonal change P2 
Ice escape P3-4 
Local survey P5 
Space craters P6 

Boat materials P3 
Eco action P3-4 
Rocks report P4 
Egg drop packaging P4 
Solar system research P6 
Bridge engineers P7 
Outdoor keys P7 

Movement and 
Energy 
inc. forces, 
energy, light, 
sound and 
electricity 

Teddy zip line P1-2 
Transparency P2 
Cupcake parachutes P3-4 
Pitch P5 
Paper planes P6 
Zip line testing P6 
Bulb brightness P7 
Light questions P7 
 

Float and sink P2 
Rocket mice P3                            
Making shadows P4                    
Shoe grip P4 
Spinners P6 
Titanic pulleys P6-7 
Investigating shadows P7         
Conductive dough P7 

Cars down ramps P4 
Balloon rockets P4 
String telephones P5 
Conductors P5 
Bottle flip P5-6 
Aquadynamics P6 
Formula 1 tubs P7-8 
Lolly stick catapults P7-8 
 

Change over 
Time 
inc. uses, 
properties and 
change in 
materials 

Brown apples P1-2 
Mixing materials P1-2 
Separating colours P3-4 
Drying P5 
Cornflour slime P5-6 
Dissolving P6 

Frozen balloons P1  
Shades of colour P1-2 
Ice cream P3-4 
Measuring temperature P5 
Insulation layers P6                  
Sugar cubes P6                           
 

Making butter P1-2 
Dunking biscuits P5 
Life cycle research P6 
Marble run P6 
Champion tapes P6 
Cleaning coins P7-8 
 

(Year group and WAU strand is a rough guideline only – do adapt for your context)  

 

All plans are freely available on the Teacher Assessment in Primary Science (TAPS) website: 

https://pstt.org.uk/unique-resources/taps/  

Those in bold green have been developed with the TAPS-NI project - for more info see booklet & ‘skills flower’  

https://pstt.org.uk/download/2502/?tmstv=1676974193
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2068/?tmstv=1676899911
https://pstt.org.uk/download/5729/?tmstv=1681379147
https://pstt.org.uk/download/5738/?tmstv=1681379541
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2542/?tmstv=1676975261
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2656/?tmstv=1676978916
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2660/?tmstv=1676979010
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2281/?tmstv=1676908811
https://pstt.org.uk/download/1644/?tmstv=1676639924
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2060/?tmstv=1676899325
https://pstt.org.uk/download/1726/?tmstv=1676641611
https://pstt.org.uk/download/1730/?tmstv=1676641771
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2106/?tmstv=1676904128
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2177/?tmstv=1676905995
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2640/?tmstv=1676978417
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2561/?tmstv=1676976457
https://pstt.org.uk/download/5691/?tmstv=1680790919
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2064/?tmstv=1676899681
https://pstt.org.uk/download/1720/?tmstv=1676641443
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2112/?tmstv=1676904277
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2144/?tmstv=1676904626
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2253/?tmstv=1676908282
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2235/?tmstv=1676907833
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2494/?tmstv=1676973986
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2044/?tmstv=1676899157
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2602/?tmstv=1676977326
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2514/?tmstv=1676974476
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2205/?tmstv=1676906770
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2522/?tmstv=1676974662
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2554/?tmstv=1676975584
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2577/?tmstv=1676976724
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2287/?tmstv=1676908978
https://pstt.org.uk/download/1709/?tmstv=1676641214
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2596/?tmstv=1676977127
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2152/?tmstv=1676905154
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2215/?tmstv=1676907019
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2295/?tmstv=1676909950
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2611/?tmstv=1676977628
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2134/?tmstv=1676904453
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2299/?tmstv=1676910255
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2219/?tmstv=1676907146
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2331/?tmstv=1676911282
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2257/?tmstv=1676908416
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2585/?tmstv=1676976949
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2291/?tmstv=1676909190
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2590/?tmstv=1676977037
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2168/?tmstv=1676905596
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2321/?tmstv=1676910942
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2621/?tmstv=1676978043
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2231/?tmstv=1676907673
https://pstt.org.uk/download/5735/?tmstv=1681379450
https://pstt.org.uk/download/1655/?tmstv=1676640192
https://pstt.org.uk/download/1734/?tmstv=1676641901
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2102/?tmstv=1676903994
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2092/?tmstv=1676903487
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2185/?tmstv=1676906214
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2635/?tmstv=1676978322
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2249/?tmstv=1676908148
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2327/?tmstv=1676911168
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2088/?tmstv=1676903159
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2072/?tmstv=1676900061
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2172/?tmstv=1676905718
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2148/?tmstv=1676904757
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2629/?tmstv=1676978213
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2181/?tmstv=1676906113
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2664/?tmstv=1676979114
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2648/?tmstv=1676978716
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2568/?tmstv=1676976558
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2490/?tmstv=1676973904
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2606/?tmstv=1676977482
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2157/?tmstv=1676905296
https://pstt.org.uk/download/5732/?tmstv=1681379304
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2197/?tmstv=1676906535
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2550/?tmstv=1676975488
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2581/?tmstv=1676976833
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2616/?tmstv=1676977785
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2163/?tmstv=1676905480
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2201/?tmstv=1676906659
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2210/?tmstv=1676906900
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2572/?tmstv=1676976638
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2303/?tmstv=1676910411
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2189/?tmstv=1676906312
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2314/?tmstv=1676910760
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2193/?tmstv=1676906431
https://pstt.org.uk/download/2652/?tmstv=1676978807
https://pstt.org.uk/unique-resources/taps/
https://pstt.org.uk/download/5839/?tmstv=1681482259
https://pstt.org.uk/download/3274/?tmstv=1677057716

