
Living and non-living 

Cross-curricular activities 
 

English 

Writing a descriptive piece about a non-living thing that comes to life, e.g. a toy. What would it think 
and feel? How would it feel the world? How would it know that it was living? How would the signs of 
living things be shown? Children could also create a labelled diagram of their non-living/now living 
thing and show how it is now alive referencing the signs of living things like movement.  

 

Maths 

Children could create bar or block graphs to represent the number of living, dead and non-living 
things they saw on their trail. They could look at life expectancy for common plants and animals and 
order them from shortest to longest. How long do trees live for? What is the animal equivalent of 
this? They could look at how long common everyday non-living items are expected to last before 
needing to be replaced – e.g. phones, toys etc. When would you know when to replace them? 

 

History/Geography 

Extinction – look at how living things can die, but if too many die this can lead to extinction. Where 
in the world has extinction happened? Have any living things in the UK become extinct or are close 
to extinction? You may want to consider the impact of changing habitats on animal and plant 
extinction and try the Let’s Go Science Trail: Habitats in the School Grounds. 

You may be interested in the PSTT Resource – Big Jurassic Classroom – which provides activities 
related to fossils and evolution.  

https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/big-jurassic-classroom 

 

Art 

Create a picture or collage from a variety of non-living things or recycled materials – what materials 
would they choose? Was plastic once alive as it is made from oil, and was originally a plant? Repeat 
for materials that were once alive, e.g. wood, cotton etc. How can you decide which materials to use 
for each of your pictures?  

https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/big-jurassic-classroom

