
 
 St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
 

Children planning their own work for a 
Creative Curriculum 



Summary of Content 

How do you instigate child – led enquiry? 
 

This example shows you how one school has 
tackled it, giving the children a voice and 
enabling them to pursue their individual 

enquiries. 

Watch out for the annotated “fluid planning” 
that adapts to children’s ideas. 



What the school says 

Pupil led enquiry is something that is hard to develop and many 
teachers find difficult to implement. 

 

In our school particularly all the planning was being done by the 
teachers for the children but after OFSTED we knew that we 
needed to develop the children’s voice and that planning was 
one way in which we could try to do this. 

 

We tried it in Science and it was clear that the children had set 
ideas on what science is and what they want to do in it. 



Teachers 
start with 
very clear 
objectives 

about what 
they want 

the children 
to learn. 



We find out what the 
children already know -  

Y2 topic of Toys 

As we work through the 

topic the children can add 

comments to the map to 

extend their ideas and see 

where their learning is 

going. 

We use mind maps to capture 
children’s ideas and how they 

would like to investigate.  



This is how we planned it 

Ms Hall Year 2 
teacher 
The children lead me 
through the topic and 
it really makes my 
planning easier. The 
children are more 
engaged and take 
pride in their topic 
books. 

 



  





Some examples of the children’s investigations 
into toys. 



Younger children do the 
mind maps as a whole 
class and the teacher 

prints it off to go in their 
books. They are 

encouraged to annotate 
as they go along 



We use 
child 

friendly “I 
can” 

statements 
to help 
them.  

Children are 
encouraged to 
evaluate their 

own work 
from an early 

age. 



These are examples of questionnaires 
generated by children at school and 

taken home to complete with parents, 
as   homework. 



The impact for our 
school was ..... 

Children are encouraged to think independently 
and generate their own questions which they 
can then investigate. 

 
Mrs Colgan Year 4 teacher 
The children have enjoyed 
making the mind maps and it 
really makes the learning more 
fun and purposeful 

 

Mrs Bevington Year 6 teacher 
I like the mind maps because I 
can see where the children want 
me to go in their learning 

 



 
Science Subject Leaders Comments 

 
The topic books are now very creative and science is 

incorporated within the creative curriculum.  

It has worked better in some classes than others but it is 
something that is being continually developed and 
monitored. 

 From my point of view, I can demonstrate a creative 
curriculum linked to children’s ideas and to be honest I 
like them to lead me.  

The work is more interesting and although all classes 
cover the same objectives the work done is quite 
different. 



What we will do next 

The next steps are to continue with the mind 
maps and develop the annotating done by the 
children.  

 

We will encourage children to talk about their 
work and what they would like to do next. 


