
Crosshall Junior School

Whole school assessment



Summary of Content

This school has an extremely robust system of 
assessing pupils to aid progress.

They do not rely on one single method, but 
combine information collected in a variety of 
ways to give them a comprehensive overall 
picture of scientific knowledge and skills for 
each child.

We believe this model can easily be adapted to 
the new Curriculum 2014



What the school says

Science is such a practical subject and we wanted to 
introduce the pre/post assessment so that progress 
could be evident in books. Teachers now give children a 
pre-assessment and two-thirds assessment so they can 
adjust the teaching and learning for their class as 
necessary. 

Target cards also get children to self assess and think 
about their own knowledge and SC1 skills.  



Extract from Science Statement of Practice. 

IMPACT - All staff are clear on the expectations for assessment.



IMPACT Children are challenged and support in appropriate ways. 
Teacher’s know what their children already know so                        

learning time isn’t wasted. 
Clear progress evident for each unit of work. 

An example of a Lower School pre and post assessment. 



An example of an Upper School pre and post assessment. 

IMPACT
Teacher’s find out what their children already know, so 
learning can be targeted.
Children are challenged and supported in relevant ways. 
Progress is clearly evident for each unit of work. 



Different assessment strategies are used 
consistently in science lessons across the school.
GOAL Online was recently introduced which provides teachers with some information about 
the children’s scientific knowledge.  We now use this at the beginning and end of each year 
to monitor progress and identify gaps in learning.  Some areas of SC1 are addressed in this but 
mostly teachers monitor SC1 in practical science lessons.

Teacher’s can set questions 

and analyse the data. 

IMPACT   Gaps in learning can be identified
Clear evidence of progress   



IMPACT
- Clear evidence of progress.
- Gaps in learning can be identified. 

The SC1 skills grid - which is passed on to the next class teacher.  

Children in class
Sc1 skills (currently 

based on APP but could be 

adapted to working 

scientifically)



Real life science used for assessment

As a mid-topic assessment in changing sounds, we 
used Evelyn Glennie.  The children needed to 
explain how, as a deaf percussionist, she could 
“feel” the music as she played and experienced 
others playing.  

This helped to assess the children’s understanding 
of sounds being made by vibrations.

http://www.ted.com/talks/evelyn_glennie_shows_how_to_listen.html


Children are given a Target Card which shows a clear Learning Journey for each topic They self assess at the beginning 
and end of each topic. 

IMPACT Children are challenged and supported in relevant ways. 
Children are encouraged to take ownership of their learning. 

An example of a Lower School and Upper School target card. 

Lower 

School 

Upper 

School 



The Transfer Form now 

includes science, so it 

can be discussed at 

transfer meetings. 



The impact for our school was .....
We know where are children are and what they need to learn 
next.  So do they.

The SC1 tracking sheet allows teachers to know what concepts 
have been covered and identifies skills that need to be taught.  

Now science is on the transfer sheet we can pass on information 
about Science knowledge, Understanding and skills to the child’s 
next class teacher.



Science Subject Leaders Comments

We are proud that we have been praised for our Science 
assessment, especially noting

“pupils work readily with a partner or in groups where 
they are very clear about what they are learning, and 
routinely assess their own or their classmates’ progress 
against a personal ‘learning journey’ in lessons. This 
helps them to judge how well they are doing in 
comparison with the objectives of the module of work.”



What we will do next

Our next steps are to look at 
assessment and the new curriculum 
and how we can adjust the good 
practice that we currently do. 


